






[bookmark: _GoBack]The new Government should amend the LGA so that it explicitly states that ratepayers have the option of paying their annual rates by weekly, fortnightly, monthly or quarterly instalments, or with a single payment. This would suit those on fixed incomes, especially welfare recipients.

Currently, if a ratepayer doesn't keep up with the council's quarterly deadlines the entire annual rate amount becomes overdue and ratepayers are charged usurious fees and interest charges.

A ratepayer may be in credit by the end of the year, paying their rates off fortnightly but because they were behind the council's quarterly deadline they were charged unfair council fees and charges that put them into arrears.
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